
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 5, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 
roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney     
Jason Allen 
Donovan Gardner   
Norma Trueblood     
Gaye Burton 
    
Also, present: Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Deputy 
Township Clerk, Sunshine Dashiell. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  56-2020 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Lisa Vandergrift, Browns Mills – 1. Advised on the property located at 1030 Hanover Blvd. 
and the ongoing issues with the trash and rats at this home and the conditions that make it 
unfit to occupy.  Commented that she and her neighbors are overwhelmed with this home 
and its residents. Mr. Hornickel advised on his discussions with the County Health 
Department and their confusion as to whether they are responsible to address these issues 
because the Township does not have the authority and advised he will follow up with the 
County to show they are the responsible party. Mr. Bayer advised on some permits that were 
issued for this home and noted that she was correct that section 92 does allow the 
Construction Official to declare a building unfit for human habitation. Added that a petition 
is needed and should be signed by 5 neighbors. Discussion ensued on the issues with this 
property including that there is no electricity and the ability of the Construction Official and 
his training.  

 

Sheila Bertrand, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that she was also here regarding the home at 1030 
Hanover Boulevard.  Stated that the electric company has advised that it is unsafe and 
unsound and that is why they cannot have electricity on the property. 

 

Joe O’Neill, Browns Mills – 1. Advised he also was here regarding 1030 Hanover Blvd. 
Stated that the situation is getting worse. Commented that they are working to keep their 
homes nice and this is just one sore thumb. Noted there have been rat and roach issues for 
years. Commented that he is getting to the point where he is going to shoot the rats. Council 
President Burton reiterated that the agreement was going to be sent to the County by Friday. 
Confirmed with Mr. Hornickel that once they have the agreement, they should be able to do 
what they are supposed to do. Mr. Hornickel confirmed that they work in conjunction with 
Code Enforcement. Councilman Gardner asked if the electric issue will be addressed. Mr. 
Hornickel explained.  
 

Mike Sawka, Pemberton – 1. Advised that the State Director of Health was given a copy of 

the agreement over a year ago and told him they did not have to deal with it. 2. Noted that 

the sinkhole at the end of his driveway is getting much worse. 3. Noted an email he had sent 
to all of Council and only received 2 responses. Read the email that he had sent advising that 
the Township is not following the NJ State Statutes as to the requirements for Animal 
Control. Asked for Council to enact an ordinance for 24-hour ACO service in the Township. 

4. Commented on the spending out of the Dog Trust Fund and noted some of the items he 
was concerned about. Mr. Hornickel noted he appreciates Mr. Sawka’s efforts and stated that 
many of these issues preceded him. Advised on the regular incurring costs and commented 
that the statute does allow for some use of the ACO provisions. Noted that all of these 
expenses appear to have been spent for needs in the Administrators office and the Tax office. 



Noted that we could be using the trust fund to pay for some of the expenses of picking up the 
animals and transporting them however the Township does not.  Mr. Hornickel noted that we 
could do a better job of managing the fund in the future. Advised on the fees incurred over the 
last 5 years which totaled approximately $8,900.00 per year. Councilwoman McCartney 
asked if the rabies clinic was once a year and Mr. Hornickel confirmed.  

 

Analise Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Commented that she liked the lights on the lake and that 
they look very pretty.  

  

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on the sinkhole by Mr. Sawka sounding 

serious and being a priority. 2. Advised that he had driven past the house on Hanover 
Boulevard. and he would gladly sign a petition. Stated he has called the County about things 

like this and they have denied responsibility. 3. Stated that he is happy that Press Avenue has 

been paved. 4. Commented on the people that are getting summonses but are only paying 

minimum on their fines and continue living the same way. 5. Noted that he was very happy 
to see the inserts in the trash bill. Added that he has asked for this previously and was thrilled 
his idea was used. 6. Asked for an update on the RING cameras. Councilman Gardner noted 
that he had talked to Mr. Boland previously and that it has to be processed through the Police 
Department. Mr. Hornickel advised Mr. Boland that he could follow up with him. Mr. 
Boland stated he is fine if the answer is no if there is a reason as to why it is no.  

 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Asked for an update on the firehouse in 
Presidential Lakes. Mr. Hornickel advised that it is done and they are just waiting on the sign 
and then they will hold a grand opening. Ms. Phillips asked if there was a full kitchen and 
explained why she felt it was needed. Mr. Hornickel advised it was a kitchenette with a 
refrigerator and microwave. Ms. Phillips stated that the residents are very happy about the 

new firehouse. 2. Commented on the house on Hanover Boulevard and noted she is shocked 
that the residents have been dealing with this for 3 years and she is concerned for the children. 
Council President Bruton reminded that Mr. Hornickel would be sending the agreement to 
the County, which would force their hands. Added that anyone could come forward and file a 
complaint with DYFS about the conditions that the children are living in. Ms. Phillips stated 

that the neighbors should not have to put up with this. 3. Commented that at the last meeting 
Mr. Hornickel advised that they would be cleaning up the parks. Noted she had gone out to 
clean up and found condoms and pens, that are being used for drugs, in the park.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Reorganization and Regular Meeting Minutes of January 2, 2020 and January 15, 2020. 
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Meeting Minutes. McCartney, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes to January 2nd and abstain to January 15th; Allen, yes; Burton, 
yes. Motion carried.  
 
*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  57-2020  Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $222.05. 
 
  58-2020 Adopts the Burlington County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
  59-2020 Authorizes discharge of mortgage and note for premises known as 832 Pemberton-

Browns Mills Road, Block 822, Lot 9.  
 
  60-2020 Authorizes the waiver of sewer charges for the Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire 

Company. 
    

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 *a. Purchases over $3,000 
 

1.  Police Department - Purchase of uniform items from Samzies, Inc. in the total amount 
$4,546.28. 

 
2.  Finance, Water & Sewer Departments - Purchase and installation of Microsoft Windows 



365 License from LookFirst Technology in the total amount of $12,167.56. 
 

3.  Public Works Department - Purchase of 300 tons of topsoil for Bayberry Park Renovation 
from Scorer Sand and Stone in the total amount of $5,700.00. 

 
Motion by Allen and Trueblood to approve the Consent Agenda. Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes; 
Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE 35-2019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
190 ENTITLED "ZONING", ARTICLE V ENTITLED "GENERAL 
REGULATIONS", SECTION 190-45 (G) ENTITLED "SITE  PLAN WAIVERS" Public 

Hearing was held at the December 18, 2019 meeting. 
 

Mr. Bayer explained the ordinance and advised that the Public Hearing was already held 
and that this was sent to Council by the Planning Board.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Trueblood to adopt Ordinance 35-2019. McCartney, yes; 
Trueblood, yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
  

ORDINANCE 3-2020 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING 

ACQUISITION OF BLOCK 552, LOT 1.01 

 
Mr. Bayer advised that Rite Aid was donating this property to the Township and 
explained the ordinance. Councilman Allen asked about the cost of the deed. Mr. Bayer 
advised it would be between $1.00 and $10.00. Councilman Allen asked if there were any 
plans for this location. Mr. Hornickel advised that they would like to put a circular patio 
with a walkway and park bench.  
 
Motion by Allen and Trueblood to introduce Ordinance 3-2020 with a public hearing to 
be held on February 19th, 2020. Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; 
Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
  

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Engineer's Report – 1/9/2020  
 
Councilman Allen asked about West End Park and comments from the Pinelands 
Commission and if we will be able to start developing. Mr. Hornickel advised if approval 
happens development will begin in the summer and advised on the funding. Councilman 
Allen noted for the public that this was the park in Lake Valley.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers 
 

a. Bill List dated 1/10/2020 
b. MUA 2019 Bill List dated 1/10/2020 

 
Councilwoman McCartney asked if we will continue to have 2 bill lists. Mr. Hornickel 
advised that this was for transparency in the transition of the MUA and that after a few 
meetings everything will be put together as the 2019 purchases should be completed. Noted 
that this would also ease any of Council’s concerns. Councilwoman McCartney asked 
about the $59,000.00 for emergency work. Mr. Hornickel advised on a rupture at the bypass 
and Mac-Rose was under contract to fix it. Noted that this money came from the 2019 
MUA fund and stated that since the funds were encumbered, we could use it.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Trueblood, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of page 27, the Drunk Driving Enforcement 
Grant G-02-41-881-000-002 and any and all grants and bills pertaining to the NJ State Police 
or the Attorney General's office; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 

 



SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 
 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Advised that we had been notified that we would receive the 
Parks Development grant for the resurfacing of Imagination Kingdom and that repairs are 
two-thirds of the way done and that it would be closed Monday through Wednesday of next 
week. Noted that Administration would be coming back to Council next month with a 
resolution for the resurfacing of the playground. Commented that Administration is finishing 
up the budget and would be making final decisions next week to present to Council at the 
February 19th meeting. Noted that the census is coming up soon and we are hoping to count 
our homeless and alien population. Advised that the Finance Department had paid off the 
final installment of the MUA which is now the Sewer Division and was able to save 
$17,000.00 because of the early payment. Commented that Council will see an aggressive 
budget especially for the Sewer Division. Provided an update on Public Works and noted that 
they installed 80 feet of replacement stormwater piping and catch basins near Red Feather 
and Mohawk Trail as well as a catch basin near 45 West Lakeshore Drive. Noted that Press 
Avenue is completed and they are bringing the shoulder up to meet the roadway. Advised on 
an emergency sewer repair on Cherokee Drive and the milling of Manahawkin Trail with 30 
feet of stormwater piping being replaced. Commented that the Police Department locker 
room had been moved and would be fitted to the Public Works building. Noted that Specter 
Serve is on-site at the plant cleaning the main digester with 92% having been drained already. 
Mentioned that they discovered a leak in the roof which is keeping them from burning as 
much as they need to. Noted that Public Works has been doing follow up on street brush 
collection and advised on the areas. Also noted that Public Works is also doing a street sign 
inventory to see which signs need to be replaced or fixed. Commented that the Water 
Division had repaired a watermain break. Noted that the Fleet Division does not get a lot of 
credit but that they had completed over 250 repairs and service work orders in January with 2 
holidays and down staff.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Noted that the website company is still working on the 
department reports. Thanked Mr. Hornickel for his report and the Fire Department report. 
Reminded that the food pantry will be in town the third Thursday of every month at Browns 
Woods apartments in Building 11 starting at 2:00 pm. Thanked everyone for coming out and 
sharing their concerns.  
 

Councilman Allen – Commented that he is looking forward to attending the Pemberton 
Township Volunteer Fire Company banquet in February. Stated that our volunteers are not 
only hard working but are awesome people and he is looking forward to supporting them. 
Thanked all for coming out and providing their comments. Added that often times Council 
would not know about certain things without the people coming forward to let them know 
and thanked all for having the courage to come forward. Stated he knows it has been 3 years 
for residents dealing with the issues on Hanover Boulevard and thanked Mr. Hornickel and 
Mr. Bayer for staying on top of this. Stated he knows it is a slow process and Council feels 
their pain.   
 

Councilwoman Trueblood – Thanked all for coming out and noted that it was great to see 
more faces. Congratulated the new parents on their new baby they brought to the meeting. 
Reminded that the Adams Family play would be at the High School tomorrow for the Senior 
citizens and that she has heard nothing but great reviews. Encouraged all to think about their 
neighbors and noted that we should all lift each other up.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Commented that Council is doing their best to address the issues and 
thanked Mr. Bayer and Mr. Hornickel for all they are doing. Thanked Mr. Sawka for bringing 
up the information on the dog trust fund so it can be addressed. Advised Mr. Boland that they 
will keep trying for the RING. Advised that he loves the intersection at Evergreen Boulevard 
and West Lakeshore Drive. Noted that it was so nice he drove past it twice. Reminded Mr. 
Huber that he is still interested in volunteering. Asked Mr. Hornickel about the census and 
information that can be put out for the residents. Mr. Hornickel advised he would contact the 
County. Councilman Gardner thanked all for coming out. Added that the information for the 
play at the High School is on the school website.  
 



Councilwoman Trueblood – Noted that there is a new restaurant in town with authentic 
Puerto Rican food. Advised that it is called Cilantro’s and is located where the Lily Pond used 
to be. 

Council President Burton – Thanked all for coming out and appreciates everyone’s input. 
Noted that she is glad that Mr. Hornickel is on top of things with Hanover Boulevard and she 
will be holding Administration accountable with the follow through. Commented that there is 
only so much Council can do as a Council and they will do what they can. Stated that she is 
hoping she can get to the play. Advised that there was a TAG meeting every month and 
explained what TAG does. Noted that the next town hall meeting would be on March 24th 
and then there would be Narcan training in June. Added that there would be an Easter egg 
hunt and a 5K Superhero Run also. Commented that she appreciates everyone coming out.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

Sunshine Dashiell 

 
Sunshine Dashiell, Deputy Township Clerk 


